RAIN RAIN GO AWAY

Genesis 6-9

INTRG! Turn your Bibles or turn them on, to the first book of God’s Holy writ, the book of
Genesis. | will cover a lot of scripture today from chapters 6, 7, 8 and 9 of this great book.
If you are familiar with God’s Word, then you are aware that these chapters tell the story
of Noah and His God. | have titled my sermon today, “RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY”

This past Thursday, after a Wednesday of bad storms, | challenged you in our prayer text
together to think about what it will be like when finally, the dark night of this life is over and
we awaken to a brand new and glorious day with God, when the sunshine of His counte-
nance warms our beings. What a day that will be! | would like to continue that thought to-
day as we look at the life of Noah for just a few minutes.

Now, to presume that one can expound the life of Noah in a single sermon is a bit auda-
cious, | admit. But | do believe there are truths here that we can bump into for a moment
and still benefit from the encounter. Instead of reading aloud 2 %2 chapters word for word,
let me give you a textual overview of the event. It's still going to be a lot of verses, but it
should be very interesting to you.

Matthew 24:37-38 “For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark,”

Hebrews 11:7 “By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in
reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household...”

1 Peter 3:18-20 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,
19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did
not obey, when God'’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being pre-
pared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through (the) water.”

And in 2 Peter 2:5 the Bible calls Noah, “a preacher of righteousness...”



Genesis 6:5-7 “The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become
on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil
all the time. 6 The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his
heart was deeply troubled. 7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the
human race | have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that
move along the ground...”

Genesis 6:8-10, 18 “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 9 This is the account
of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his
time, and he walked faithfully with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and

Japheth. 18 And God said, “I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the

"

ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you”.

Genesis 6:13-17, 22 “So God said to Noah, “ am going to put an end to all people, for
the earth is filled with violence because of them. | am surely going to destroy both them
and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of gopher wood; make rooms in it and coat it
with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred
cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 16 Make a roof for it, leaving below the
roof an opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the side of the ark and make low-
er, middle and upper decks. 17 | am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all
life under the heavens... 22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.”

Genesis 7:1-3 “The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family,
because | have found you righteous in this generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of
every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and one pair of every kind of unclean
animal, a male and its mate, 3 and also seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and fe-
male, to keep their various kinds alive throughout the earth.”

Genesis 7:7-9, 13-14, 16  “And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives en-
tered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of
birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, 9 male and female, came to Noah
and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah... 13 On that very day Noah and his
sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons,
entered the ark. 14 They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all live-
stock according to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to
its kind and every bird according to its kind... 16 The animals going in were male and fe-
male of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the Lord shut him in.”

Genesis 7:11-12 “In the six hundredth year of Noah'’s life, on the seventeenth day of the
second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the flood-
gates of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty
nights.”

Genesis 8:1-5 “But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that
were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters started to re-
cede. 2 Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the heavens had been closed,
and the rain had stopped falling from the sky. 3 The water receded steadily from the
earth. At the end of a hundred and fifty days the water had gone down (quiet a bit), 4 and
on the seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of
Ararat. 5 And the waters continued to recede...”



Genesis 8:8-12 “Noah sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface
of the ground. 9 But the dove could find nowhere to perch because there was water over
all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark... 10 He waited seven more
days and again sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove returned to him in the
evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water
had receded from the earth. 12 He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again,
but this time it did not return to him.”

Genesis 8:14-20 “By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was com-
pletely dry. 16 Then God said to
Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. 17 Bring
out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the crea-
tures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and
increase in number on it.” 18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and
his sons’ wives. 19 All the animals and all the creatures... came out of the ark, one kind
after another. 20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord...”

| get it. Notice...




Genesis 6:22 “Noah did everything just as God commanded

In the last 10 years, there have been two arks built to the biblical specs of Noah’s ark.
One, in the Netherlands, built by Johan Huibers and 8 of his friends, and then the Ark En-
counter in Kentucky, built by the fine people at Answers In Genesis. Both were massive
projects that cost a small fortune! We have no reason to believe that Noah was a rich
man. The only thing we know about him for sure is what is mentioned after the flood. In
Genesis 9:20 the Bibles says, “Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.”
That'’s all we really know, other than, he was a righteous man that walked with God. So, it
could be that Noah was just a good old farmer boy. But when God told him to build a
boat, he didn’t balk, he did what God told him to do, because he had faith in God!

Romans 10:17 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Noah had faith. And so can you. Notice...

_ Genesis 9:10-15 “Then God said to Noah and to his sons

with him: 9 “I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you
10 and with every living creature that was with you...11 | establish my covenant with you:
Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood...12 And God said, “This is



Genesis 9:10-15 CONTINUED “...the sign of the covenant
| am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all
generations to come: 13 | have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever | bring clouds over the earth and the
rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 | will remember my covenant between me and
you...Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life.”

In Jeremiah 29:11 God is speaking, and He says, “For | know the plans | have for you,
declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to give you a future and a
hope.”

Isaiah 40:28-31 “Hast thou not known? Have you not heard, that the everlasting God, the
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no
searching of his understanding. 29 He gives power to the faint; and to them that have no
might he increases strength. 30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young
men shall utterly fall: 31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall
walk, and not faint.”

John 16:33 “/ have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world
you will have tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world.”

1 Corinthians 2:9 “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en-
tered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.”

Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

Come on, stand to your feet, clap your hands, and worship God! Noah
built an altar and worshipped God when he realized his future. You can do the same thing
today! I'm sure there were times when Noah probably thought, we’re not going to make it,
times he wanted to scream, RAIN RAIN GO AWAY! But somehow he held on to the

romise, that everything was going to be alright. And God was faithful. It was Corrie Ten
that said, “Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”



