WAY TO PRAY
Daniel 6

INTRG! Turn your Bibles, or turn them on, to Daniel chapter 6. The Old Testament book
of Daniel. | will give you time to find it. Today, | want to look again at the subject of
PRAYER. | am preaching specifically on the title, “WAY TO PRAY”, as in, “Way to pray
Daniel”, and, “Oh, that’s the way to pray”!

Daniel is one of the great men of prayer that we see in the Word of God. He was serious
about prayer. Not many people get arrested for praying, but Daniel did. We have the ac-
count in the 6th chapter of Daniel. The key verse is v 10.

Daniel 6:10 “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in
his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees
three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom
since early days.”

Now, let me ask the familiar question — If you were arrested for being a person of prayer,
would there be enough evidence to convict? Daniel prayed in secret, but he did not keep it
a secret that He was a man of prayer. Everyone knew that Daniel was a praying man,
even his enemies. Does anybody know that you are a person of prayer?

Chapter 6: 6-10 “So (many officials that Darius had
set over his kingdom), these governors and satraps, thronged before the king, and said
thus to him: “King Darius, live forever! 7 All the governors of the kingdom, the administra-
tors and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish a roy-
al statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty
days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the
decree and sign the writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the
Medes and Persians, which does not alter.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the written
decree. 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his
upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three
times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since ear-
ly days.”



PRAY WITH ME this morning and lets ask God to speak to our hearts today.

| want us to look at Daniel’s prayer life for just a few minutes this morning. Notice...

v 10 “Now when Daniel knew that the writ-
ing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Je-
rusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks
before his God, as was his custom since early days.”

, in his book, Approaching God, stated, “...before you begin the hard work of
prayer, you must make a commitment to prayer, no matter what, so that it becomes an
essential part of your life... Prayer, if one is going to be successful at it, must constitute a
major commitment.” (pp. 43,45)

vv 10b-11 “...with his windows open toward
Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks
before his God, as was his custom since early days. 11 Then these men assembled and
found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.”

Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”



v 10
vv 10b-11

I THEICONSISTENCYANIPRAYER: 100 “with his windows open toward Je-

rusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks
before his God, as was his custom since early days.”

Jesus taught in Luke 18:1 that, “we ought always to pray and not give up.”

Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 that, we are to “pray without ceasing.”

King David said in Psalm 55:16-17 “As for me, | call to God, and the Lord saves me. 17
Evening, morning and noon, | cry out in distress, and God hears my voice.”

Look, three times a day is all Daniel prayed. But notice what great effect it had. He had. ..

A) Favor: v 11-22 “Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making
supplication before his God. 12 And they went before the king, and spoke concerning the
king’s decree: “Have you not signed a decree that every man who petitions any god or
man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king
answered and said, “The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians,
which does not alter.” 13 So they answered and said before the king, “That Daniel, who is
one of the captives from Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the de-
cree that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.” 14 And the king,
when he heard these words, was greatly displeased with himself, and set his heart on
Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 15 Then
these men approached the king, and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is the law of
the Medes and Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes may be
changed.” 16 So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into
the den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve contin-
ually, He will deliver you.” 17 Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den,
and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signets of his lords, that the
purpose concerning Daniel might not be changed. 18 Now the king went to his palace and
spent the night fasting; and no musicians were brought before him. Also his sleep went
from him. 19 Then the king arose very early in the morning and went in haste to the den of
lions. 20 And when he came to the den, he cried out with a lamenting voice to Daniel. The
king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you
serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then Daniel said to the
king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, so that
they have not hurt me, because | was found innocent before Him;”




v 10
vv 10b-11
v 10b

v 11-22 CONTINUED Favor wasn't the only effect of Daniel’s consistent

B) Future: vv 26, 28 “/ make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel... So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Dari-
us and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.”

IV) THE CONDITIONS FOR PRAYER: v 10

v 10a “Now when Daniel knew that the writing
was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusa-
lem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed...”

B) He Had a Specific Posture for Prayer: v 10b “...he knelt down on his knees three

times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since ear-

CONCLUSION! People look around and they ask, “Where is the God of Daniel?” But God
looks around and asks, “Where are the Daniel’s of God?” Dare to be a Daniel, Dare to be
a Person of Prayer.




