DIAGNOSING EVIL
John 8:42-44

INTRG:! Turn your Bibles or turn them on to John chapter 8. The Gospel of John, the 4t
book of the New Testament. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. If you get to Acts, you've
gone to far. The Gospel of John.

Today, | want to preach on a subject that we hear a lot about, but sadly, not from the pul-
pits. Every day the news channels report on this. People talk about it around the water
cooler and in the break rooms at their offices. It's the single most filmed topic in all of
cinematic history. I'm talking about the subject of EVIL.

| have titled my sermon today, DIAGNOSING EVIL. | want us to talk about where evil
comes from and how to recognize it. And | hope that, by the Word of God, we can gain
some understanding as to what is unfolding in our world today.

Before evil can be diagnosed, there must be the acknowledgement that evil exist.

In three recent research studies, (Gallup, Barna, and The Harris Poll) all, reported similar
numbers with about 40% of Americans saying they do NOT believe in an actual Devil as
an evil being. That number is up significantly from a 2001 Gallup poll where 68% said that
they BELIEVED in the devil. In that poll, only 20% said they DID NOT believe in Satan,
with 12% saying they weren’t sure.

In the more recent polls, there is a number breakdown. People who tend toward religiosity
are much more likely to believe in the devil. 83% of Americans who said religion is "very"
important in their lives believe in the devil, but the number drops to 62% among those for
whom religion is "fairly" important. But the next statistic is the number you need to take
note of; only 22% of those who said religion is "not very" important, said they believe in
the devil. That means that 78% of people, who only occasionally go to church, OR don’t
go at all, 78%, DON’T believe in the Satan himself. Now, the number of people in America
who only go to church occasionally, or not at all, is a LARGE number—millions of people.
And of those millions of people, 78% don’t believe in the Devil.

When there is a cultural denial of an evil being, (Satan, the Devil) then we find it difficult to
rationalize the existence of evil on any level. If there’s no Devil, does evil even exist?

So, because there is such a large number of people who deny that the Devil exist, and
consequently, evil, then there is this need to explain away or rationalize the bad we see
and are witness to in our world. In most cases, that rationalization comes in the form of
OTHER diagnoses—mental ilinesses and the such.




John 8:42-44 (BSB) “Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me,
for | have come here from God. | have not come on My own, but He sent Me. 43 Why do
you not understand what | am saying? It is because you are unable to accept My mes-
sage. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out his desires. He
was a murderer from the beginning, refusing to uphold the truth, because there is no truth
in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, because he is a liar and the father of
lies.”

John 10:10, “The thief comes

only to steal and kill and destroy...”
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Notice with me...

_ vv 42,44 “If God were your Father...(but)...You belong to your

father, the devil...”

1 John 2:15-17 “Do not love the world or anything in the world.

If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes, and
the pride of life—is not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world is passing away,
along with its desires; but whoever does the will of God remains forever.”

1 John 3:7-8 'Little children, let no one deceive you: The one who practices righteousness
is righteous, just as Christ is righteous. 8 The one who practices sin is of the devil, be-
cause the devil has been sinning from the very start...”

Galatians 5:16-23 “So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh. 17 For the flesh craves what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary
to the flesh. They are opposed to each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But
if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious:
sexual immorality, impurity, and debauchery; 20 idolatry and sorcery; hatred, discord, jeal-
ousy, and rage; rivalries, divisions, factions, 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the
like. | warn you, as | did before, that those who practice such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”



) THE CONTRAST: v 42.44
_ v 44 “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry

out his desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, refusing to uphold the truth, be-
cause there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, because he is
a liar and the father of lies.”

In vv 39-41 we have this heated dialogue between the Jews and Jesus, “Abraham is our
father,” they replied (to Jesus). “If you were children of Abraham,” said Jesus, “you would
do the works of Abraham. 40 But now you are trying to kill Me, a man who has told you
the truth that | heard from God. Abraham never did such a thing. 41 You are doing the
works of your father.”

So, what are we suppose to make of this? Well, Jesus is certainly addressing a specific
group of people here, the Scribes and Pharisees gathered in Jerusalem. But He’s also
speaking to a greater truth; that is, evil people do evil things, because it’s in their DNA.
They are acting out in the way their evil father directs them to.

IEEUS: If you need a more scientific viewpoint, in his book, People of the Lie, the late psy-
chiatrist M. Scott Peck, suggests that certain people have departed so far from social mo-
res that they are “evil”. Peck lists some specific characteristics of “evil” people...

*» They are consistently self-deceiving, with the intent of avoiding guilt and maintaining a
self-image of perfection

» They deceive others as a consequence of their own self-deception

» They project their evils and sins onto very specific targets while being apparently
normal with everyone else

» They commonly hate with the pretense of love, for the purpose of self-deception as
much as deception of others

» They maintain a high level of respectability, and lie incessantly in order to do so

» They are consistent in their sins. Evil people are characterized not so much by the
magnitude of their sins, but by their consistency (of destructiveness)

» They are unable to think from the viewpoint of their victim

» They have a covert intolerance to criticism and other forms of narcissistic injury

Peck goes on to suggest that many of these people don’t have mental illnesses as some
would diagnose, but that they in fact, have a MORAL ILLNESS.



) THE CONTRAST: vv 42,44

v44 CONTINUED

_ vv 42-43 “Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would
love Me, for | have come here from God. | have not come on My own, but He sent Me. 43
Why do you not understand what | am saying? It is because you are unable to accept My
message.”

1 John 4: 4-5, 9-10 “Everyone who practices sin practices lawlessness as well. Indeed,
sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that Christ appeared to take away sins, and in Him
there is no sin...9 Anyone born of God refuses to practice sin, because God’s seed abides
in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By this the children
of God are distinguished from the children of the devil:”



