Psalm 23 THE VALLEY OF THE VIRUS

INTRG: Turn your Bibles, or turn them on, to a very familiar passage, PSALM 23.
Two weeks ago | preached from Psalm 46, on “The Truth About Our Troubles”. Today,
| want to preach from Psalm 23, a sermon Titled, THE VALLEY OF THE VIRUS.

After today, you will notice an obvious shift in our subject matter. Starting next week,
we will be looking at REVIVAL. | haven’t forgotten about our series in JOHN. We'll get
back there soon. But | believe, spiritually, God is wanting to lead us out of our current
crisis into a place of real revival. And that will be our focus starting next week. And |
can hardly wait!

IEEUSE Once, a Sunday School teacher asked her class, “How many of you can quote
Psalm 237" Several students raised their hands, including a little girl who was only
four years old. The teacher called on her. She stood up and declared loudly, “The
Lord is my shepherd. | got all | want.” She had the words a little mixed up but she cer-
tainly understood the message perfectly.

Well, read with me today this beautiful Psalm...

Psalm 23 “The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in
green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads
me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 4 Yea, though | walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and
Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and | shall dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.”

NOTICE...



“The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.”
Isaiah 40:11 “Like a
shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs and carry them in
His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes” j
John 10:11 “/ am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the
sheep.”

Make no mistake, the Lord is our Shepherd... and Jesus is LORD!

[BEUS] It's important that we always remember who the Shepherd is. A few years
ago, a young, fresh out of seminary, full of himself, pastor, met with the kids of Chil-
dren’s Chapel, just before big church started. He wanted to share with them a grand
story from Psalm 23. He told the children about sheep. He told them that sheep
weren’t very smart and needed lots of guidance. He said that a shepherd's job was to
stay close to the sheep, protect them from wild animals and keep them from wander-

ing off and doing dumb things that would get them hurt or killed. And then he pointed
to the little children in the room and said, you are sheep and need lots of guidance.

Then the minister put his hands out to the side, palms up in a dramatic gesture, and
with raised eyebrows said to the children, "If you are the sheep then who is the shep-
herd?" He was pretty obviously indicating himself. A silence of a few seconds fol-
lowed. Then one of the youngsters said, "Jesus, Jesus is the shepherd."

The newbie pastor was obviously caught by surprise. But then he regained his
thoughts and said to the boy, "Well, then, who am 1?" The little boy frowned and
thought for a second, and then said with a shrug, "l guess you must be a sheep dog."

V1 “The Lord is my Shepherd; | shall not want”

v 2-3 “He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths
of righteousness for His name’s sake.”

“He makes me to lie down in green pastures” - REST
“He leads me beside the still waters” - REFRESHMENT
“He restores my soul” - REVIVAL

“He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake” - THislisithelcon:
stant REMINDER of who He s




) THE GOOD SHEPHERD PROVIDES: v 1-3

vv 4-5a “Yea, though | walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your
rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence
of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil...”

“for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me” -
“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies” -

“You anoint my head with oil” -




) THE GOOD SHEPHERD PROVIDES: v 1-3
Il) THE GOOD SHEPHERD PROTECTS: v 4-55

Not only does the Good Shepherd PROVIDE and PROTECT, He also...

vv 5b-6 “...my cup runs over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and | shall dwell
in the house of the Lord forever.”

Romans 8:17 “And if [we are His] children, [then we are His] heirs also: heirs of God
and fellow heirs with Christ [sharing His spiritual blessing and inheritance], if indeed
we share in His suffering so that we may also share in His glory.”

Look at v 6a “Surel

CIFISBURGEsH - Goodness and mercy are but two guardian angels always at my back
and beck.

V 6b “And | shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever”




