PRAYER
Acts 12:1-17

INTRO! Please prepare to read with me from Acts 12. Acts, the 5" book of the New Tes-
tament. You have the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, then the book of
ACTS. Most people never stop to think about the name, Acts, and what it means. It's a
little unique for a name of a book. In some Bibles, the Introduction to the book gives us
some understanding to what is meant when it says, “The ACTS of the Apostles”. Acts
means, those things performed by. In Acts, we see the early church come into being, and
the Apostles are busy carrying out the commands of Jesus to preach the Gospel and to
live their lives as witnesses to the cause of Christ. It's these very ACTS of obedience that
are recorded in this great book, and from which it gets it's name. Now, it has been said, by
some, that the book actually records the ACTS of the Holy Spirit at work through the lives
of the Apostles. And no one | know would argue against that. We see the Spirit of God
mightily at work in this awesome book!

Children don’t seem to have difficulty praying. Here are some actual prayers | found that
children have prayed...

Debbie, 7 years old - “Dear God: Please send a new baby for Mommy. The baby you sent
last week cries too much.”

Jimmy, 6 - “Dear God: Who did you make smarter, boys or girls? My sister and | want to
know.”

Norma, 8 - “Dear God: How many angels are there in heaven? | would like to be the first
kid in my class to know the answer.”

Hank 7 - “Dear Lord: Thank you for the nice day. You even fooled the TV weather man.”

David 7 - “Dear God: | need a raise in my allowance. Could you please have one of your
angels tell my father. Thank you.”

Angela, 8 - “Dear God: This is my prayer. Could you please give my brother some brains.
So far he doesn’t have any.”

UShA'PIper - “Prayer is the open admission that without Christ we can do nothing. Prayer
is an expression of faith in God's power, fueled by a desire for more of him.”



IEEUS: When Jim Cymbala began his ministry at the Brooklyn Tabernacle, in 1971, he
was an ill-equipped, under-educated, time-strapped preacher who led a second congrega-
tion in New Jersey. The Brooklyn church had no money to pay him, was meeting in a ram-
shackle of a building, and barely enough attendance to bother with weekly meetings.

Today, the Tabernacle hosts around 10,000 spirit-filled worshipers each week. The differ-
ence came when Jim, in a moment of desperation, set aside his planned message and
called the church to pray. The weekly prayer meeting, not the Sunday worship, became
the focal point of the Brooklyn Tabernacle.

Jim's belief that "God can't resist those who humbly and honestly admit how desperately
they need him" guides his work. “It is Prayer, not preaching that brings Revival.”

Acts 12:1-8 “About that time King Herod Agrippa began to persecute some believers in
the church. 2 He had the apostle James (John’s brother) killed with a sword. 3 When
Herod saw how much this pleased the Jewish people, he also arrested Peter. (This took
place during the Passover celebration) 4 Then he imprisoned him, placing him under the
guard of four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring Peter out for public
trial after the Passover. 5 But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly
for him. 6 The night before Peter was to be placed on trial, he was asleep, fastened with
two chains between two soldiers. Other soldiers stood guard at the prison gate. 7 Sudden-
ly, there was a bright light in the cell, and an angel of the Lord stood before Peter. The an-
gel struck him on the side to awaken him and said, “Quick! Get up!” And the chains fell off
his wrists. 8 Then the angel told him, “Get dressed and put on your sandals.” And he did.
“Now put on your coat and follow me,” the angel ordered.”

v 5 “But while Peter was in prison, the church

rayed very earnestly for him.”




v5 CONTINUED Our text says that prayer was

Acts 2:46-47 “And they, continuing
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all
the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”

Acts 4:31 “And when they had
prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.”

wv 3-5 “When Herod saw how much this (Killing
James) pleased the Jewish people, he also arrested Peter. (This took place during the
Passover celebration) 4 Then he imprisoned him, placing him under the guard of four
squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring Peter out for public trial after the
Passover. 5 But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly for him.”

v 6 “The night before Peter was to be

laced on trial, he was asleep, fastened with two chains between two soldiers...”




v5

vv 3-5

vv 5-11 “But while Peter was in prison, the church
prayed very earnestly for him. 6 The night before Peter was to be placed on trial, he was
asleep, fastened with two chains between two soldiers. Other soldiers stood guard at the
prison gate. 7 Suddenly, there was a bright light in the cell, and an angel of the Lord stood
before Peter. The angel struck him on the side to awaken him and said, “Quick! Get up!”
And the chains fell off his wrists. 8 Then the angel told him, “Get dressed and put on your
sandals.” And he did. “Now put on your coat and follow me,” the angel ordered. 9 So Peter
left the cell, following the angel. But all the time he thought it was a vision. He didn’t real-
ize it was actually happening. 10 They passed the first and second guard posts and came
to the iron gate leading to the city, and this opened for them all by itself. So they passed
through and started walking down the street, and then the angel suddenly left him.

11 Peter finally came to his senses. “It’s really true!” he said. “The Lord has sent his angel
and saved me from Herod and from what the Jewish leaders had planned to do to me!”

v 12-17 “When he realized this, he went to
the home of Mary, the mother of John Mark, where many were gathered for prayer. 13 He
knocked at the door in the gate, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to open it. 14
When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the
door, she ran back inside and told everyone, “Peter is standing at the door!” 15 “You're
out of your mind!” they said. When she insisted, they decided, “It must be his angel.”

16 Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking. When they finally opened the door and saw him,
they were amazed. 17 He motioned for them to quiet down and told them how the Lord
had led him out of prison...”

CONCLUSION! Why don’t you pray? Why don’t you pray more? Why don’t you pray more
earnestly? What is it you're afraid of? ISN'T THERE THINGS IN YOUR LIFE, PEOPLE IN
YOUR LIFE, THAT NEED YOUR PRAYERS? Please decide today you're going to pray.
Not just thanking God for your food, or thanking Him for a good day at work, I'm talking
about taking time to get away alone, and confessing sin, asking God for revival, pleading
with God to save your children and grandchildren! Who knows, God may break every
chain!



