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- Today we start an extraordinary adventure through the Gospel of John. There
are 4 Gospels in the Word of God. They make up the first four books of the New Testa-
ment. John is last in the order. It comes after the Synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark,
and Luke. They are called Synoptic Gospels because they include many of the same
stories, often in a similar sequence and in similar or sometimes identical wording. They
are called Gospels because they record the life, ministry, and teaching of Jesus Christ
during His time on earth.

John’s Gospel is not considered synoptic because much of it's content, about 92%, is
unique and not found in the other records.

AUTHORSHIP: The four books bear the names of their authors. Matthew and John
were 2 of the 12 disciples of Christ, and therefore, eyewitnesses of the accounts that
they recorded. Mark was an interpreter for Peter and wrote his account based on the
memoirs and sermons of Peter. Peter, of course, was a disciple and an eyewitness to
the ministry of Christ as well. Luke, may be the most fascinating of the lot. He was a
Physician, and, according to his own words, an investigative reporter, of such, who was
a stickler for details and accuracy. And it is by the Holy Spirit’s inspiration, and His using
these men, that we have the Gospels today.

JOHN AND HIS BOOK:

GOSPEL COMPARISON: If you do a side by side comparison of the four Gospels,

you'll see that each writer, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, has a specific audi-
ence and point they won’t to make.
So at the very beginning

you have this genealogy that goes back to King David and it traces down to Jesus. The
idea being that He is the PROPHESIED KING that was to come, the son of David.



The key verse being Mark 10:45
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many." In that day, in the Roman Empire, a servant or a slave’s genealogy
was of no significance, whatsoever, so you have no genealogy in the Book of Mark.

Thusly, in Luke chapter 3, you have a genealogy
that goes all the way back to the first man, Adam

Hence, what you have in
John 1:1-18 is His DIVINE genealogy. John goes back to the very beginning, beyond
Adam, when he says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were
made. And without Him nothing was made that has been made.”

THE KEY VERSES: John 20:30-31 “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence
of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.”

v 30 “Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;”

As we will see in the next few weeks, John records 7 signs (miracles) that the Lord per-
formed during His ministry.



v30 CONTINUED _fhese seven signs men-

The signs that John is speaking of is...

Turning water into wine in Cana (2:1-11)

Healing an official’s son in Capernaum (4:46-54)

Healing an invalid at the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem (5:1-18)
Feeding the 5,000 near the Sea of Galilee (6:5-14)

Walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee (6:16-21)

Healing a blind man in Jerusalem (9:1-7)

Raising Lazarus from the dead in Bethany (11:1-45)

John 20:31 “but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

v 31a “but these are written so that you

mai believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God”

WEVine defines belief as consisting of (1) a firm conviction which produces full ac-
knowledgment of God's revelation of Truth (2) a personal surrender to the Truth (John
1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of
God, even to those who believe in His name”) and (3) a conduct inspired by and consis-
tent with that surrender. (John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments”)

v 31b “and that by believing you may
have life in his name.” John 14:6 “Jesus

said to him, “ am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through me.”

John 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may
have life and have it abundantly.”

CONCIEUSIONE \Where do you stand in regard to believing in Christ? Do you know
what it is to have true LIFE in Him, abundant life, joy unspeakable and full of glory?
You can! Just believe.



