Various Scripture DO YOU BELIEVE?

INTRG! In a couple of weeks we are going to start a verse by verse study in the book
of St. John. This has been on my heart to do for several months. Our Vision for the New
Year is VISION 20 DEEP AND WIDE. And it speaks to going DEEP in God’s Word and
then intentionally taking what we learn into our community and sharing the Word and
Love of God with those around us.

Over the months that | have been praying about our study in John, | sensed God was
moving me to address the issue of Biblical Inerrancy. As your pastor, | can take you
book by book, verse by verse, word by word through the entire Bible, but if you do not
believe that the Bible is true, or believe that it is indeed the Word of God, all my teach-
ing will be in vain.

So, in light of the fact that the culture has for the large part denied the truth of God, |
wanted to preach a sermon today on Biblical inerrancy, and the trustworthyness of
scripture. Today | want to ask you a question, “DO YOU BELIEVE?” I'll ask it now, and |
will ask it again at the end of the sermon. And when we conclude today, if you still have
questions, | would encourage you to set up a time to meet with me one on one and let’s
talk about your concerns. Because this is the most important issue in your life. It literally
has life or death implications.




No stability to any belief, because we're always changing.

No enduring ethical standards.

No way to validate one’s conclusions. No way to test experiences.

No basis for concluding that one person is right and another is wrong.
No real hope for the future.

God reigns as the supreme ruler of the universe. He holds ulti-
mate authority. Nothing or no one else possesses any authority except when granted by
God. Romans 13:1 “for there is no authority except that which God has established.”

1. 2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness,”

2. 2 Peter 1:20-21 “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came
about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin
in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spir-
it.”

3.

“...by the authority of the Lord Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 4:2




In this New Testament age, God has revealed
His authoritative truth through Jesus and His apostles. Acts 2:42 states of the early
Christians, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching...”

Now let’s look at some terms you need to know when it comes to the Word of God...

Inspiration is the term used to refer to the special supernatural
supervision exercised by God over His messengers to make sure they communicate
His message accurately. Even though the word inspiration seldom appears in Scripture,
the fact that God himself is speaking through the Biblical writers is often repeated.

Again 2 Peter 1:20-21 says, “...men spoke from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit.”

_ The Bible teaches and we believe in the plenary inspiration of Scrip-
ture. Wait what? Plenary means entire or absolute. Every part of the book was pro-
duced under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

This means the NT as well as the OT is inspired. Paul says that all Scripture is God
breathed (2 Timothy 3:16).




Manuscript Evidence: To date, there are more than 5,800 known Greek manuscript
copies of the New Testament, comprising and astounding 2.6 million pages of biblical
text. And that doesn’t include the over 10,000 manuscripts in Latin and over 9,300 other
versions totaling more than 25,000 manuscript copies of the whole or portions of the
New Testament in existence today, ranking it first in manuscript evidence of all historical
documents.

The lliad, by Homer, is second ... with 643 surviving manuscripts.

Dating of the manuscripts: The New Testament autographs date between 40 and
100 A.D. Until 1995, the earliest extant manuscripts dated to the fourth century (a 250
300 year difference between the original and the earliest know copy). But since then
fragments of New Testament manuscripts have been found that date to within 100-150
years of the original. Norman Geisha states that the average gap between an original
composition and the earliest available copy is over 1,000 years for other works of antig-
uity.

Variant readings:

Psalm 12: 6-7 “The words of the Lord are pure words, Like silver tried in a fur-
nace of earth, Purified seven times. 7 You shall keep them, O Lord, You shall preserve
them from this generation forever.”

_ Infallible means it is “incapable of error.” The terms infallible and

inerrant go together, but they are not the same. Infallible is a stronger term. A statement
or document may be inerrant without being infallible, but it can never be infallible with-
out being inerrant. The Bible is inerrant because it is infallible, and it is infallible because
it is the inspired Word of God. Since God knows all things, he cannot make a mistake,
and since he cannot lie, he cannot deceive us.

John 17:17 “Your word is truth.”



