Various Scripture What Happens Next

INTRO! Last week | spoke to you about the Rapture of the church from 1 Thessalo-
nians 4. My sermon title was THE CHRISTIAN’'S GREATEST COMFORT. The topic of
the rapture should bring a smile to the face of every Christian. To know that the Lord
cares about His children enough to come take us out of a harsh and sinful environment
and take us to be with Him, and His desire to live with us forever, should bring joy to our
hearts.

Before we talk about what happens after the rapture, let’s look at the Bible, God’s Holy
Word, and see what it says will be happening around the world just prior to His coming.
The Bible is clear in Matthew 24:36 that “no one knows the day or hour of the Lord’s
return, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” But Jesus did
tell His disciples in that same discourse of Matthew 24 that many signs will proceed His
coming. And He tells them to watch for the signs and take heed.

AVATime'of Deception: Matthew 24:5 “For many will come in my name, claiming, 1 am
the Christ,” and will deceive many.”

PPATimelof Dissension; Matthew 24:6-7 “You will hear of wars and rumors of wars...

7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom...”

BIATimelcfiDevastation: Matthew 24: 7 “...There will be famines...”
BVATime'of Diseasel Matthew 24: 7 “...pestilences...”
BIATimelof Disasters: Matthew 24: 7 “...and earthquakes in various places...”

BYATImelofiDeath! Matthew 24: 9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted
and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.”

PATimeof Disioyalty: Matthew 24:10 “...many will turn away from the faith and will
betray and hate each other”

BUAITIimelof Dellsion] Matthew 24:11 “...many false prophets will appear and deceive
many” ltis likely that this delusion will be facilitated by increased drug use.
One characteristic of the end time’s false religion will be what Revelation 9:21
calls “sorceries”. The Greek word is Pharmakos, from which we get our word
pharmacy. It is an ancient reference to the ingestion of drugs.



OPATimelof Defection; Matthew 24:12 “Because of the increase of wickedness, the
love of most will grow cold” People will turn away from God, and turn against
one another.

HOPATimelofiDeciaration; Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be

preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will
come.”

2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 “For the se-
cret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will
continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be re-
vealed...”

The sun will turn black, the moon becomes red, and great earthquakes will be common:
Revelation 6:12 “/ watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake.
The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood
red,”

When Jesus died on the cross, the whole earth darkened at midday. When Egypt was
judged, there was a blackness of night. When the Lord descended at Mt. Sinai, the
mountain was shrouded in black clouds. Likewise, darkness will fall on the earth at the
onset of the tribulation period.

Stars will fall from the sky: Revelation 6:13 “and the stars in the sky fell to earth”

The Greek word used here for stars is the word Aster. It refers to luminous bodies in
the sky other than the moon and sun. It is referring to asteroids that will pummel the
earth.

The mountains and islands will be moved: Revelation 6:14 “The heavens receded like
a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.”

A devastating effect of the earth being hit by multiple asteroids. All of life and Earth itself
will be changed.



' THETRIBULATION: CONTINUED

The ocean will become bloody: Revelation 8:8-9 “The second angel sounded his trum-
pet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of
the sea turned into blood, 9 a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of

the ships were destroyed.”

The far reaching implications of this judgement is beyond imagining. Oceans occupy
about % of the earth’s surface, so the extent of this judgement will be staggering.

The fresh water supply will be poisoned: Revelation 8:10-11 “The third angel sounded
his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a third of the rivers
and on the springs of water— 11 the name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the wa-
ters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter.”

This literal star of meteor will crash into the earth and poison the water supply.

When will the rapture and tribulation occur?

Hebrews 10:24-25, 37 “Let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approach-
ing”... 37 “Yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry”.

eople be saved during the Tribulation period?

Revelation 7:9, 13-14 “After this | looked, and there before me was a great multitude
that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm
branches in their hands...Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes

who are they, and where did they come from?” 14 | answered, “Sir, you know.”

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”



DITHEITRIBUBATIONI CONTINUED Last Question...

If | can be saved during the tribulation, why should | change my life now?

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 “and all the ways that wickedness deceives those
who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.
11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie
12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted
in wickedness.”

Chuh | aen ot N ek we ok oot W g r e 1.

1 John 5:11-13 “And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is

in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life. | write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that
you may know that you have eternal life.”

John 3:16, 36 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life...Whoever believes in the Son
has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
remains on him.”

Thanks to Dr. David Jeremiah for his faithfulness to the call of God to preach the Word.
Much of this sermon comes from his notes.



