1 Thess. 4:13-18 THE CHRISTIAN’S GREATEST COMFORT

INTRO! 1 Thessalonians was written to a group of young believers. These people had
only been saved for a few months and they were suffering intense persecution for their
faith. Because they were so young in the Lord, they were confused about a number of
matters, so Paul wrote to them to help them grow in their faith.

In this great book, Paul confronts their doubts; challenges them to a closer and cleaner
walk with the Lord and He answers the questions they have about several areas of the
faith. Among the topics Paul discusses is the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus. The
Thessalonians possessed some fears regarding the Lord’s coming and Paul addresses
those concerns in these verses. Paul lets them know that the coming of Jesus is not an
event that should bring fear to the hearts of believers. He wants them to know that the
return of Jesus Christ for His church is an event that should comfort the hearts of those
who know the Lord.

| Thessalonians 4: 13-18 “Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed
about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who
have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that
God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the
Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself
will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who
are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore comfort one anoth-
er with these words.”

Notice...

v 13 “do not be uninformed

(ignorant) about those who sleep...”




wv 13-14

1 Corinthians 15:55-57 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to
God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Romans 3:26; 4:25 “He did it to demonstrate his righteous-
ness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith
in Jesus...He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justi-
fication.”

vv 16-17a “For the Lord himself will come down from heav-
en, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.”




I) THE RESURRECTION: v 13-14
v 16-17a_CONTINUED _How will this event take place?

v 16 “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with
a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God,...”

Ephesians 2:2 “Wherein in time past you walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children
of disobedience:”

v 17 “After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up togeth-
er with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.”

v 16b “...with the trumpet call of God...” ThroughoutJew:

To announce the feasts - Numbers 10:10

To announce various celebrations - 2 Samuel 6:15

To announce a sacred assembly - Leviticus 23:24

To sound an alarm during a time of war - Numbers 10:9

To assemble a crowd - Numbers 10:2; Judges 6:34

To make an announcement - 1 Samuel 13:3; 2 Samuel 15:10; 1 Kings 1:34
To notify the people that it was time to break camp and move — Numbers 10:2

To assemble the people of God.
To call them to move out!



wv 13-14
vv 16-17a

_ vv 17b-18 “After that, we who are still alive and are left will be

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. and so we will be
with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.”

| don’t know about you, but that cranks my tractor! It stirs my heart to know that one

day, whether | leave here by the clouds or by the clods, I will stand completed in His
image in His presence!

v 17b “and so shall we ever be with the Lord”.

v 18 tells us to “comfort one another with these words.”




